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servant a papist, and he would have the boy a Roman catholic ; another would have him be a Church of England protestant; and another would have had him been a presbyterian : 'twas a reproach even to the name of Christian, to hear how one told him he would be damned if he was this ; another told him he would be damned if he was that; and the other told him he would be damned if he was either of them, and so of the rest; so that the poor boy was almost distracted among them, as I told you at large before.
Aunt. Without entering into examples, I grant 'tis very pernicious, and a great obstruction to" family religion, and that many ways.
Sec. Niece. Were there a spirit of peace and charity always to be found, where there was an outward appearance of religion, it would be quite otherwise; but that is not our case in this age. You see, madam, what was the case in your neighbour's family, where the religious servants, I mean appearingly religious, were the worst servants, and the worst Christians, they could have met with.
Aunt I did not bring those examples to lessen the value of good, serious, religious servants; but to hint to you the danger there is (among those that call themselves such) to find hypocrites, and also to note, that religion does not always make a good servant.
Sec. Niece. It ought to do so, and would do so, if the rules of Christianity were faithfully observed.
Aunt. But it is not always so, and therefore, as I say, I would not take a servant that was not religious, or religiously inclined ; so I do not say, that I would not for the sake of their being serious and religiously inclined, take a bad servant; for religion does not always qualify a servant.
Sec. Niece. No, madam, religion does not make